Parental report of cognitive difficulties, quality of life and rehabilitation in children with epilepsy or treated for brain tumour.
Paediatric neurological chronic conditions are often associated with physical, cognitive, psychological and behavioural difficulties that may affect quality of life (QOL) of children and their families. In this study, we compare parental report of difficulties and rehabilitation in children with various epileptic syndromes or treated for a benign or malignant brain tumour. One hundred fifty-three children aged between 6 and 12 years were included, 119 with epilepsy (non-idiopathic generalized 31, non-idiopathic partial 62, idiopathic 26) and 34 treated for a brain tumour. Parents answered a multidimensional questionnaire on child's autonomy and cognitive or behavioural difficulties, impact of the illness on their own everyday life, and rehabilitation. Learning difficulties were reported by a majority of parents in all groups. Behavioural and autonomy problems were more often reported in the non-idiopathic generalized epilepsy group. Report of tiredness was more frequent and of disrupting behaviour less frequent in the tumour group than in epilepsy. Impact of the child's illness on parents' QOL was strong in all groups, and stronger in case of severe forms of epilepsy. Parental concerns are important to consider for rehabilitation programmes adapted to each child with these neurological conditions.